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Because it's there! Radhika [ha tells you how to do 
the little duchy in style 

akshmi Mittal's onl y regret at win-

L 
ning over Arcelor , th e pr ide of 
Luxem bourg's steel industry, was 

th e prospect of havi ng to relocate to 
Luxembourg. He sent hi s son Aditya 
instead. I tr avelled to the Grand Duchy 
to fin d out what Mittal sen ior was miss­
ing ou t on and found a countr y of fairy­
tale castles, romantic rui n s , classy vin e­
yards, three- star French cuisin e, cutting­
edge architecture an d seriou s sho pping. 
There's a Gran d Duk e too, an d so m e 

very trendy bars an d nigh tclu bs. 

CASTLES AND FAIRYTALES 
If it's the Middle Ages you want, head for 
the old town. Narrow s treets, shadowed 

arcades, diamond-pane d win dows and 
secrets-the old town still breathes the 
air of the past . An easy half-day walking 
tour starts in fro nt of the Grand Duke's 
Palace, a stately home bui lt in 
Renaissance style by the Spanish who 

used it as their town hall before they 
were chased out in 1684. Turn th e cor­
ner and walk 200m down Rue de l'Eau 

to Place Clairefontain e and you will see 
the elega n t facade of th e Foreign 
Minis try, a former hostel for mo nks in 

Austrian baroque style. Behind the 
Palace, and to the right is the National 
M useum which is filled with Rom an, 
m edieval and ren aissance objets an d has 
four floors underground. The square in 
front is called Fesch maart (fish m arket) . 
No smelly fish here, bu t a dense collec-: 

tion of med ieval houses wh ich bear suc h 

unfashionably patriotic inscription s as 
"Mir welle bleiwen war mier sin" (we wan t 

to remain who we are). Further down is 
the oldest church in town na m ed after 
that mo st romantic of sain ts, Michael the 
dra gon -slayer. Cross the street and en joy 
the most breath taking view of th e canyo n 

around wh ich the city is built. Bang in 
fron t of you is Luxemb ourg's first city 

cas tle, bui lt in 963 by a certain Count 
Siegfried. Onl y aliter walls remain . Its 
name Lucilinburhuc, or sm all cas tle, 
becam e Luxem bourg. 

\ /a lk up again to the fish m arket and 
then head left down a very steep cobble­
ston e lane to th e suburbs. The poor used 
to live here, at th e foot of th e city's forti ­
fication s. Now artists, stud ents and p ubs 
inhabit th is fashionable are a. Evenin gs 
can get rowdy: sleeples s neighbours 
fight it out with late-night revellers, th e 
loser s ending up in th e Uelzecht river. 
Once a fearsom e, tem pes tuous river, it 
creat ed th e ca nyon upon wh ich the 

upper city was built. The French under 
Loui s the Great nickn amed th e city the 
'Gibraltar of th e north' . For with out its 
spectacu lar natural defences, 

Luxembou rg'S location between the 
French and Ger man empires wou ld've 
ma de it just an oth er sleepy border 
province of either country. In stead ne i­
ther could agree on who shou ld possess 
i t, and so it ju st re m ain ed independent. 

For the res t of the day, get a ca r or tra v­
el by train to th ree very different and 
beautiful castles : Bou rglin ster , Viande n 
or Beau fort. The first , Bour glinster, with 
its brigh tly painted dolls-h ouse village at 
its feet , is only 10 mi nutes fro m th e cap ­
ital and boas ts one of the cou ntry's 

fines t restaurants within th e castle walls. ties ; 

Vianden is a 50-minut e dr ive to th e seen 

no rth east, but well worth the effort. 1t is the ~ 

the mo st im pre ssive of all Luxembourg's tllc I 

castles . Victor H u go once lived there as like 

a polit ical refu gee. Bea u fort is to th e AnSI 

east, about 4 0 minutes from Mer 

Luxembourg City. Swan s, a beautiful ows, 

fores t lake an d a150...a torture cham ber Few 

ma ke it my pr eferred cast le. Or 

The second day in Luxembourg could trea t 

be devoted to d iscovering yet m ore cas- sigr 
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tIes and the countryside. There is even a 
secret valley. The well-named Valley of 
the Seven Castles begins at Eische n near 
the Belgian border and gorgeous ruins 
like Koerich, Septfontaines, 
Ansembourg , Hollcnfels, Marienthal and 
Mersch dot the fields and green mead­
ows-, Only lazy cows watch the cars pass. 
Few tourists ever visit this ranquil land. 

Or you mi ght visit Schengen where the 
treaties providin g for EU-wide visas were 
signed. o-, the banks of the Moselle 

stands a monument to Europe, stone pil­
lars with the European stars hanging 
between them . Its muted colours and 
lack of ornamentation make s one won­
der whether it is the founda tion stone of 
an ambitious new political entity or a 
tombstone to a failed idea. If you've 
made it this far, visit the village of 
Wellenstein and taste their wines. Ask 
for a Pinot Gris, the best , or a Riesling, 
more fruity. The dry Rivaner or Elbling 
variety the locals keep for the mse lves 

ARCHITECTURE 
Instead of more old stones, I began my 
second day by looking up Luxembourg's 
modern architecture. A very' healthy 
bank balance in the 1980s allowed the 
wealthy 'burghers ' to get the world's best 
architects to come and bu ild Kirchberg, 
an ultramodern development no t far 
from the airport. In a sense, the enti re 
area is a mod ernis t archit ectural folly, a 
1980s version of Muss olini' s new Rome. 
Monumental sculptures by Americans 
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Clockwise from above: the castle at Vianden; the Nat ional Museum; and the new Kirchberg neighbourhood 
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Richard Serr a and Frank Stella, 
French man Jean Dubuffe t and Germans 

Markus Lupertz and Penck dot a land­
scape devoted to money- banks, lawyers ' 

offices and EU in stitutions. 
The firs t bu ild ing on my list is the 

Museu m of Modern and Contemporary 
Art, designed by leoh Ming Pei of 

Louvre Pyramid fam e. Prom its gardens 
th e views across the canyon upon the old 

town are s tunn in g. So before you go in. 
get a coffee and jus t lie in the grass . 

Two mi nu te s away stands the snow ­
white sh ell of the spectacu lar new 
Philharmonic Ha ll, designed by 
Frenchm an Ch risti an de Portzamparc­
800 filigree columns su pport an elegant­
oval. Pop-style lightin g adorns it at nigh t, 
ugly EU buildings surround it. 

The Bri tish archi tect Denis Lasdu n 

who did the South Bank carbuncle so 
round ly den ounced by Prince Charles, 

signed th e bru talist all-concre te head-: 
quarters of th e Eur ope an Investment 
Bank. on the othe r side of the highwa y 
from both th e Mu seum and the 

Philharmonic Hall. M)' preferr ed scu lp­
ture is at i ts entrance: a giant chair by a 

relatively unknown artist, Magdalena 
[etalova, which makes you look and feel 

like Gullive r. 
Toward s the eas t, US architect Richard 

Meier designed the offices of the 
Hypovereinsbank. And Gennan arch i­

tec t Gottfri ed Bohrn did the adjacent 
Deutsche Bank, with perhaps th e m ost 

bea utiful interior of any b uilding I have 
ever seen . 

Fin ish by having a quick clip in th e 
Olym pic pool under the en ormous 
inverted shell of a roof created by anoth­
er Paris architect, Roger Ta illibert . You ' ll 
th en cross a flaming red (Arcelor) stee l 
b ridge into the city cen tre, To your right 

is a strange but no t unchanning sq uat 
cube, which houses the National Theatr e 

,(built 1963). The story goes that th e 
building was destined for som e Africa n 

capital bu t Luxembourg was in a hurry 
and bought th eirdesign ! 

SHOPPING AND EATING 
The lowest VAT rate s m Europe com ­
bined with the hi ghest GDP per capi ta 
has made Luxem bourg a high-end shop­

ping paradise , Get your Guccis and Louis 
Vuittons here: all the big brands have ele­
gant shops in the city cen tre, Th e best and 
pr iciest ones are in Crand'Rue, Philippe 

II an d Louvigny. Perfu me, watch shops 
and jew ellers are also especially noti ce­
able. Cigarettes. booze an d gasoline an: 
also am ong the cheapest an ywhere. 

I, however, pre fer to get to know a city 
thr ough the stomach , My afternoon was 

spent indulging in little sweet things­
which Luxembourg does very well thanks 
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GETIING THERE Thereareno direct 
flights to Luxembourg tromindia, but 
London, Frankfurt, Paris ancZuricnareall 
connected to it bythe national feeder 
airlirle.LtJxair, and soa shortstopover 
getsyou there easilyenough.Aroman;ie 
alternative to flying all the way isgett ing 
off theplaneat Frankfurt alld taking a 
trainto Luxembourg (3hl along themline 
and f'1oselle nvers passing :he Lorel, j on 
the way). 

This surrimel theFrench hig~ l-sp e ed 

TGV train will cut traveltime from Paris 
to 2hr. Brussels is I,5hr by caron the Sl:e­
nlc(\rdenneshI8hway. 2hr by train. 

A Sehengen visa isall youneed for 
L u xem~ourg, one of the reasons why it is 
such iJ convenient place to visit whlle ona 
short work tripin Europe. 

WHERETO STAY Thebes hotel in the 
city is Le Royal(vli'lwhotelrovol.!u). 
,llno tiergood choice IsPare Beaux-Arts, 
the only 1I0t21111 the.old ownor Parc 
Belair, 2kr 1ott the city centre 
(ww\'/,hpb,/u) BothwoulGcharge tram 
E200. Hotels Le Chatelet and 
Sieweburen (around € I 10 foradouble) 
ale goodvalue. Le( h~te let 

(wlVw.chatp./er./u) Issituatedonasmart 
streetat theentrance to toe City'S 

canyon. ooms ale in traditional priva e 
no lses Which re linked together 
Sieweburen (siewebur@pt.lu)IS acnalet­
stylehOlel next to a Iorestreserve 5km 
outside thecity.There isa city busserv­
iceconnectingit to itle citycentre. 

til erne ively, \'OU can rent acar and 
stay in a village alongthe Moselle river. 
Disten esaleshort(20km) andprices are 
lower.Though € 100 isa benchmarkwhich 
isdifficult to undercut except in the 
bUdget 110tels bythe airpurt. 
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Clockwise f rom lef t : outdoor cafes line t he streets of Luxembourg City; inside a spe­

ciali ty restaurant; and t reats fr om a pat issler 

to the rnam age of the skills of Gennan
 
and French patissiers. Patisseries abound
 
throughou t the city. The salesma n will
 
warn you not to mix the drier coffee
 
cakes (to be eaten in the m orn ing with
 
your tea or coffee) and the real patisserie .
 
which you gorge on after lunch or durin g
 
afternoon tea. Oberwcis does the most
 
exquisitely colourful and yet tasteful
 
cakes. Since they also have a traiteur
 

department they do light, good value and
 
quality luncheons on the ir first-floor
 
cafeteria. Narum is suitably old
 
Luxemb ourg: known for its traditional
 

.. cakes like cram ique, brioche , daquo is, 
with no fancy new recipes tolerated and a 
strict attention to the right ingredients. 
At 4pm elderly ladies in mink and pearls 
invade its upstairs restaurant to nibble at 
a frui t tart and share the latest gossip. 
L'Autre Traiteur is the other extreme: 
they dare to dare. They serve Indian teas 
you wouldn' t find in Indi a and recipes 
for cakes that are very zrst century. 

NIGHTLIFE 
Luxembourgers like to go out for a
 
drink after work, then a nice dinner and
 

rou nd the evening off with cocktails or
 
beers in a no isy, sm oky club . So there
 
are a lot to choose hom. The restau ­

ran ts serve mainly French and Italian
 
fare, and some dari ng nouvelle cuisine.
 
Nigh tclubs are all grouped together.
 
Th ey arc to be found in Gru nd,
 
HoUerich or at Feschrnaart. Hop into a
 
taxi and ask the driver to lake you to the
 
Urban (bar), Interview (another bar) or
 
D:cliq (which has live music). Th e Cat
 
Club , set in an old wareh ou se, h as a
 
funky restaurant tha t serves exotic dish ­

es like ostr ich steaks and an extremely
 
beautiful neon and chrome bar. Th e
 
Marx is m y favour ite. Large, spaciou s
 
with a tiny private garden in the back, it
 
is Luxembourg's mo st popu lar bar-cum­

club on Wednesday, Friday and
 
Satu rday eveni ngs. It 's factory-chic
 
decor makes it a very relaxed place to
 
peop le-watch . BOL Cafe is where the
 
beautiful people go when they want to
 
rus ticate-it is rokrn out of town
 
towards a village called Bridel. j f you
 
are no t looking for the red-light district,
 
try to avoid the train station and the
 
streets surroun ding it. •
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